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Rep. Kitchens puts support behind state budget

MADISON, Wis. — Rep. Joel Kitchens, R-Sturgeon Bay, is proud to put his support behind the 2019-
21 state budget that was passed yesterday by the Wisconsin State Assembly.

“The budget approved by the Assembly and Gov. Tony Evers’ proposed budget have a lot in
common in terms of the priorities for helping all our residents across the state,” Kitchens said. “I
strongly believe that we all want to fix our roads, we all want to improve education and we all want
to take care of our elderly and disabled.

“The main difference, however, is our budget accomplishes all those things in a more responsible and
sustainable manner,” Kitchens added. “We don’t rely nearly as much on borrowing and increasing
taxes like the governor does, which helps set us up for a better chance of success in the future.”

According to the nonpartisan Legislative Fiscal Bureau, the spending plan being proposed by Gov.
Evers would lead to a structural deficit of $1.96 billion heading into the next session. The governor’s
budget also would raise taxes, fees and revenue enhancements by $1.3 billion, the largest increase
since 2009.

The $83.5 billion, two-year budget passed by the Assembly cuts income taxes by $500 million and
provides $60 million in property tax relief aid, all while still making sound investments in education,
transportation and healthcare.

The budget increases funding by $604 per public school student over the biennium, which is the
same amount being requested by Gov. Evers. The spending plan also commits more funding than the
governor for local road aids, nursing homes, personal care workers, and Family Care direct
caregivers.

“No legislator is ever happy with every single item in a budget, but overall, this is a well-thought-out
and fiscally responsible budget that should benefit all Wisconsinites,” Kitchens said. “Because of
that, I am honored to support it.”
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